
Total Depravity - Humanity’s Radical Corruption

Canons of Dordt – The Third & Fourth Main Points of Doctrine
Article 1: The Effect of the Fall on Human Nature

Man was originally created in the image of God and was furnished in his mind 
with a true and salutary knowledge of his Creator and things spiritual, in his will 
and heart with righteousness, and in all his emotions with purity; indeed, the 
whole man was holy. However, rebelling against God at the devil's instigation and 
by his own free will, he deprived himself of these outstanding gifts. Rather, in 
their place he brought upon himself blindness, terrible darkness, futility, and 
distortion of judgment in his mind; perversity, defiance, and hardness in his heart 
and will; and finally impurity in all his emotions.

Article 2: The Spread of Corruption

Man brought forth children of the same nature as himself after the fall. That is to say, being corrupt he brought forth corrupt children. The corruption spread, by God's just judgment, from Adam to all his descendants-- except for Christ alone--not by way of imitation (as in former times the Pelagians would have it) but by way of the propagation of his perverted nature.

Article 3: Total Inability

Therefore, all people are conceived in sin and are born children of wrath, unfit for any saving good, inclined to evil, dead in their sins, and slaves to sin; without the grace of the regenerating Holy Spirit they are neither willing nor able to return to God, to reform their distorted nature, or even to dispose themselves to such reform.

Westminster Confession of Faith - Chapter 9.3

Man, by his fall into a state of sin, hath wholly lost all ability of will to any spiritual good accompanying salvation; so as a natural man, being altogether averse from that good, and dead in sin, is not able, by his own strength, to convert himself, or to prepare himself thereunto.

Man in Original State -


very good - Genesis 1:31


image of God - Genesis 1:26-27



remains after the fall - Genesis 9:6, 1 Corinthians 11:7, James 3:9


ability to not sin and the ability to sin

Man in Fallen State - 


federal headship - Romans 5:12-21, 1 Corinthians 15:21-22, 45, 49



imputation



original sin 




we sin because we are sinners – Psalm 51:5

actual sin- Galatians 5:19-21


penalty of sin - Genesis 2:17, Romans 1:18, 5:16, 6:23, Galatians 3:10

sin is universal - Romans 3:23, Ps 14:1-3

total depravity - sin affects our entire being



our will - John 8:34, Romans 7:14-24, Ephesians 2:1-5, 2 Peter 2:19



our mind & understanding - Genesis 6:5,  8;21, 1 Corinthians 1:21, 



Ephesians 4:17-19


our affections & emotions - Romans 1:24-27, 1 Timothy 6:10, 



2 Timothy 3:4



our speech & behavior - Mark 7:21-23, Galatians 5:19-21, James 3:5-9


total depravity implies total inability – Job 15:14, Jeremiah 17:9, John 6:63-68, 


Romans 3:10-18


“good” deeds – Ecclesiastes 7:20, Isaiah 64:6, Romans 3:12

bondage of the will – Romans 8:7, 1 Corinthians 2:14, Colossians 2:13, Titus 3:3

inability not to sin

Man in State of Grace – 

no longer condemned – Romans 8:1



battle within – Romans 7:14-25


being conformed to the image of His Son – Romans 8:28-29


we will be glorified – Romans 8:30

Application:


humility and contrition – Psalm 51:17, 1 Peter 5:5


self-examination – Romans 12:3


evangelism – Mathew 9:35-38


spiritual battle- 1 Corinthians 10:3-5, Ephesians 6:10-18



Christ the Redeemer Church – We will acknowledge our need for 




confession of sin and assure believers of their pardon of sin.  We 



desire to build up the body of believers working together towards 



maturity in Christ. We desire to be faithful witnesses to fulfill 



the Great Commission.  



Personal –  practice regular confession of sin




memorize Psalm 51:17




First Catechism #31 Q. What does every sin deserve?




A. The wrath and curse of God





#37 Q How sinful are you by nature?





        A. I am corrupt in every part of my being.





#38 Q. Can you go to heaven with this sinful nature?





       A. No—my heart must be changed before I can be fit 




            for heaven



Westminster Shorter Catechism #18 Q. What is sinful about man’s sinful 



condition?



A. The sinfulness of that fallen condition is twofold.  First, in what 



is commonly called original sin, there is guilt of Adam’s first sin 



with its lack of original righteousness and the corruption of his 



whole nature.  Second are all the specific acts of disobedience that 



come from original sin.



Heidelberg Catechism Lord’s Day 3 questions

