Unconditional Election – God’s Sovereign Choice

Canons of Dordt – The First Main Point of Doctrine

Article 7: Election

Election [or choosing] is God's unchangeable purpose by which he did the following:

Before the foundation of the world, by sheer grace, according to the free good pleasure of his will, he chose in Christ to salvation a definite number of particular people out of the entire human race, which had fallen by its own fault from its original innocence into sin and ruin. Those chosen were neither better nor more deserving than the others, but lay with them in the common misery. He did this in Christ, whom he also appointed from eternity to be the mediator, the head of all those chosen, and the foundation of their salvation. And so he decided to give the chosen ones to Christ to be saved, and to call and draw them effectively into Christ's fellowship through his Word and Spirit. In other words, he decided to grant them true faith in Christ, to justify them, to sanctify them, and finally, after powerfully preserving them in the fellowship of his Son, to glorify them.

God did all this in order to demonstrate his mercy, to the praise of the riches of his glorious grace.

As Scripture says, God chose us in Christ, before the foundation of the world, so that we should be holy and blameless before him with love; he predestined us whom he adopted as his children through Jesus Christ, in himself, according to the good pleasure of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace, by which he freely made us pleasing to himself in his beloved (Eph. 1:4-6). And elsewhere, Those whom he predestined, he also called; and those whom he called, he also justified; and those whom he justified, he also glorified (Rom. 8:30).

Article 9: Election Not Based on Foreseen Faith


This same election took place, not on the basis of foreseen faith, of the obedience of faith, of holiness, 
or of any other good quality and disposition, as though it were based on a prerequisite cause or 
condition in the person to be chosen, but rather for the purpose of faith, of the obedience of faith, of 
holiness, and so on. Accordingly, election is the source of each of the benefits of salvation. Faith, 
holiness, and the other saving gifts, and at last eternal life itself, flow forth from election as its fruits 
and effects. As the apostle says, He chose us (not because we were, but) so that we should be holy and 
blameless before him in love (Eph. 1:4).

Article 18: The Proper Attitude Toward Election and Reprobation


To those who complain about this grace of an undeserved election and about the severity of a just 
reprobation, we reply with the words of the apostle, Who are you, O man, to talk back to God? (Rom. 
9:20), and with the words of our Savior, Have I no right to do what I want with my own? (Matt. 
20:15). We, however, with reverent adoration of these secret things, cry out with the apostle: Oh, the 
depths of the riches both of the wisdom and the knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his 
judgments, and his ways beyond tracing out! For who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has 
been his counselor? Or who has first given to God, that God should repay him? For from him and 
through him and to him are all things. To him be the glory forever! Amen (Rom. 11:33-36).

Key Passages – Romans 8:28-30, 9:1-25, Ephesians 1:1-14

Key Terms – 


Predestination – The plan or purpose of God respecting His moral creatures.


Election – God’s eternal purpose to save some of the human race in and by Jesus Christ.


Reprobation – God’s eternal purpose to pass some men by with the operation of His special 


grace, and to punish them for their sins.

Key Concepts on Election – 


timing – before the foundation of the world (Eph 1:4, 2 Tim 1:9, Rev 17:8)

basis – negatively, not by man’s will or effort  (Rom 9:16, 2 Tim 1:9)



positively, God’s mercy (Rom 9:16), his grace (Rom 11:5), his love (Eph 1:5), 




his purpose (Eph1:9,11, 2 Tim 1:9)


means – in Christ (Eph 1:5,9,11; 2 Tim 1:9-10), by the Spirit (Eph 1:13-14, 2 Thes 2:13


  chain of salvation (Rom 8:28-30)


goal – our glory (Rom 8:28-30, 2 Thes 2:14)


           God’s glory (Rom 9:23, Eph 1:6,12,14) 

Other passages on election – Ex 7:1-5; Prov 16:4; Is 6:9-10; Mt 11:25-26, 13:11, 22:14; 



Jn 6:43-44, 64-68,  10:26-30, 13:18, 15:16, 17:9; Rom 11:5,7; Col 3:12; Tit 1:1; 



1 Pet 1:1-2, 2:8-9; Jude 1:4

God’s sovereignty/human responsibility tension – Gen 50:20;, Ac 2:23; Phil 2:12-13; 2 Pet 2:10

Objections to unconditional election



Is God unjust? (Rom 9:14)



Why does God blames? For who can resist his will (Rom 9:19)



foreknowledge (Rom 8:29)


God wants all to be saved/not willing that any should perish (1 Tim 2:3-4, 2 Pet 3:9)
Key responses -

praise – Eph 1:3,12,14

thanksgiving – 2 Thes 2:13


awe/wonder – Dt 29:29, Is 55:8-9, Rom 11:33-34


humility -1 Cor 1:30-31, Eph 2:9


perseverance/service – 2 Tim 2:10


security – Jn 10:28-29, Rom 8:29-39


holiness – Rom 6, Eph 1:4, 1 Pet 1:3-10

good works – Jn 15:16, Eph 2:10


evangelize – Acts 13:48, 18:9-10; 1 Thes 1:4-5


Christ the Redeemer Church – We will seek to do everything to the praise of his glorious grace.  We 

will seek to encourage the body to live upright and holy lives, zealously doing the good works 

God has prepared for us to do.  We will seek to reach the elect with the gospel.


First Catechism #38 Q. Can you go to heaven with this sinful nature?




         A. No—my heart must be changed before I can be fit for heaven.



# 43 Q. How, then, can you be saved?



        A. By the Lord Jesus Christ in the covenant of grace.



#44 Q. Who was represented by Jesus in the covenant of grace?



        A. His elect people.


Westminster Shorter Catechism #20 Q. Did God leave all of mankind to die in sin and misery?


A. From all eternity and merely because it pleased Him God chose some to have everlasting 

life.  These He freed from sin and misery by a covenant of grace and brought them to salvation 

by a redeemer.
