Irresistible Grace – The Spirit’s Effectual Call
Canons of Dordt – The Third and Fourth Main Points of Doctrine

Article 10: Conversion as the Work of God

The fact that others who are called through the ministry of the gospel do come and are brought to conversion must not be credited to man, as though one distinguishes himself by free choice from others who are furnished with equal or sufficient grace for faith and conversion (as the proud heresy of Pelagius maintains). No, it must be credited to God: just as from eternity he chose his own in Christ, so within time he effectively calls them, grants them faith and repentance, and, having rescued them from the dominion of darkness, brings them into the kingdom of his Son, in order that they may declare the wonderful deeds of him who called them out of darkness into this marvelous light, and may boast not in themselves, but in the Lord, as apostolic words frequently testify in Scripture.

Article 11: The Holy Spirit's Work in Conversion

Moreover, when God carries out this good pleasure in his chosen ones, or works true conversion in them, he not only sees to it that the gospel is proclaimed to them outwardly, and enlightens their minds powerfully by the Holy Spirit so that they may rightly understand and discern the things of the Spirit of God, but, by the effective operation of the same regenerating Spirit, he also penetrates into the inmost being of man, opens the closed heart, softens the hard heart, and circumcises the heart that is uncircumcised. He infuses new qualities into the will, making the dead will alive, the evil one good, the unwilling one willing, and the stubborn one compliant; he activates and strengthens the will so that, like a good tree, it may be enabled to produce the fruits of good deeds.

Article 12: Regeneration a Supernatural Work

And this is the regeneration, the new creation, the raising from the dead, and the making alive so clearly proclaimed in the Scriptures, which God works in us without our help. But this certainly does not happen only by outward teaching, by moral persuasion, or by such a way of working that, after God has done his work, it remains in man's power whether or not to be reborn or converted. Rather, it is an entirely supernatural work, one that is at the same time most powerful and most pleasing, a marvelous, hidden, and inexpressible work, which is not lesser than or inferior in power to that of creation or of raising the dead, as Scripture (inspired by the author of this work) teaches. As a result, all those in whose hearts God works in this marvelous way are certainly, unfailingly, and effectively reborn and do actually believe. And then the will, now renewed, is not only activated and motivated by God but in being activated by God is also itself active. For this reason, man himself, by that grace which he has received, is also rightly said to believe and to repent.

Article 15: Responses to God's Grace

God does not owe this grace to anyone. For what could God owe to one who has nothing to give that can be paid back? Indeed, what could God owe to one who has nothing of his own to give but sin and falsehood? Therefore the person who receives this grace owes and gives eternal thanks to God alone; the person who does not receive it either does not care at all about these spiritual things and is satisfied with himself in his condition, or else in self-assurance foolishly boasts about having something which he lacks. Furthermore, following the example of the apostles, we are to think and to speak in the most favorable way about those who outwardly profess their faith and better their lives, for the inner chambers of the heart are unknown to us. But for others who have not yet been called, we are to pray to the God who calls things that do not exist as though they did. In no way, however, are we to pride ourselves as better than they, as though we had distinguished ourselves from them.

Westminster Confession of Faith – Chapter X
I. All those whom God hath predestinated unto life, and those only, he is pleased, in his appointed and accepted time, effectually to call, by his Word and Spirit, out of that state of sin and death in which they are by nature, to grace and salvation by Jesus Christ: enlightening their minds, spiritually and savingly, to understand the things of God, taking away their heart of stone, and giving unto them an heart of flesh; renewing their wills, and by his almighty power determining them to that which is good; and effectually drawing them to Jesus Christ; yet so as they come most freely, being made willing by his grace.

II. This effectual call is of God's free and special grace alone, not from any thing at all foreseen in man, who is altogether passive therein, until, being quickened and renewed by the Holy Spirit, he is thereby enabled to answer this call, and to embrace the grace offered and conveyed in it.

Irresistible grace – the sinner’s resistance to the grace of regeneration cannot thwart the Spirit’s purpose


operative vs. cooperative grace


Ephesians 2:8, Romans 11:5-6, 2 Timothy 1:8-12
Regeneration


monergistic regeneration


regeneration precedes faith


Deuteronomy 30:6, Ezekiel 36:26-27


John 1:12-13, 3:1-8; Acts 16:14, 1 Corinthians 1:25-31, Ephesians 2:1-5, Titus 3:4-7

Calling – 


external/general call goes out to all



Mathew 9:13, 22:14, 28:19; Revelation 14:6

internal/effectual call to the elect only and accomplishes its purpose


John 10:3-6, Romans 8:30, 1 Peter 2:9, 2 Peter 1:3


by the Spirit and the Word – 1 Corinthians 2:12-14, Ephesians 1:13, 2 Thessalonians 2:13-14,  


James 1:18, 1 Peter 1:23
What about the “carnal Christian”? 1 Corinthians 3:1-4

2 Corinthians 5:17

only 2 categories (flesh & Spirit) – Romans 8:1-9, 1 Corinthians 2:14-15, Galatians 5:17-24

Application – 


holiness – Ephesians 4:1, 1 Thessalonians 4:7, 2 Timothy 1:9


contentment – 1 Corinthians 7:17-24


peace and thanksgiving – Colossians 3:15


Christ the Redeemer Church – We will be faithful to the Great Commission.


First Catechism - #39 Q. What is the changing of your heart called?




A. The new birth, or regeneration.




     #40 Q. Who is able to change your heart?





A. The Holy Spirit alone.




     #59 Q. Can you repent and believe by your own power?




A. No—I cannot do anything good unless the Holy Spirit enables me.

     
Westminster Shorter Catechism - # 31 What is effective calling?



A. Effective calling is the work of God’s Spirit, Who convinces us that we are sinful and 


miserable, Who enlightens our minds in the knowledge of Christ, and Who renews our wills.  

This is how He persuades and makes us able to receive Jesus Christ, Who is freely offered to us 

in the gospel.
