Perseverance of the Saints – God’s Preservation of the Saints
Canons of Dordt – The Fifth Main Point of Doctrine

Article 3: God's Preservation of the Converted

Because of these remnants of sin dwelling in them and also because of the temptations of the world and Satan, those who have been converted could not remain standing in this grace if left to their own resources. But God is faithful, mercifully strengthening them in the grace once conferred on them and powerfully preserving them in it to the end.

Article 8: The Certainty of This Preservation

So it is not by their own merits or strength but by God's undeserved mercy that they neither forfeit faith and grace totally nor remain in their downfalls to the end and are lost. With respect to themselves this not only easily could happen, but also undoubtedly would happen; but with respect to God it cannot possibly happen, since his plan cannot be changed, his promise cannot fail, the calling according to his purpose cannot be revoked, the merit of Christ as well as his interceding and preserving cannot be nullified, and the sealing of the Holy Spirit can neither be invalidated nor wiped out.

Article 9: The Assurance of This Preservation

Concerning this preservation of those chosen to salvation and concerning the perseverance of true believers in faith, believers themselves can and do become assured in accordance with the measure of their faith, by which they firmly believe that they are and always will remain true and living members of the church, and that they have the forgiveness of sins and eternal life.

Article 10: The Ground of This Assurance

Accordingly, this assurance does not derive from some private revelation beyond or outside the Word, but from faith in the promises of God which he has very plentifully revealed in his Word for our comfort, from the testimony of the Holy Spirit testifying with our spirit that we are God's children and heirs (Rom. 8:16-17), and finally from a serious and holy pursuit of a clear conscience and of good works. And if God's chosen ones in this world did not have this well-founded comfort that the victory will be theirs and this reliable guarantee of eternal glory, they would be of all people most miserable.

Article 12: This Assurance as an Incentive to Godliness

This assurance of perseverance, however, so far from making true believers proud and carnally self-assured, is rather the true root of humility, of childlike respect, of genuine godliness, of endurance in every conflict, of fervent prayers, of steadfastness in crossbearing and in confessing the truth, and of well-founded joy in God. Reflecting on this benefit provides an incentive to a serious and continual practice of thanksgiving and good works, as is evident from the testimonies of Scripture and the examples of the saints.

Westminster Confession of Faith – Chapter 17
I. They whom God hath accepted in his Beloved, effectually called and sanctified by his Spirit, can neither totally nor finally fall away from the state of grace; but shall certainly persevere therein to the end, and be eternally saved.

II. This perseverance of the saints depends, not upon their own free-will, but upon the immutability of the decree of election, flowing from the free and unchangeable love of God the Father; upon the efficacy of the merit and intercession of Jesus Christ; the abiding of the Spirit and of the seed of God within them; and the nature of the covenant of grace; from all which ariseth also the certainty and infallibility thereof.

Perseverance – That continuous operation of the Holy Spirit in the believer, by which the work of divine grace that is begun in the heart, is continued and brought to completion.
Related terms –


Preservation – God keeps saved to the end the people he has saved.


Assurance – Our subjective confidence in both our present salvation & by extension our future 


salvation.

Sanctification – That gracious and continuous operation of the Holy Spirit by which he purifies the 

sinner, renews his whole nature in the image of God, and enables him to perform good works.


Apostasy – Departure from the Christian faith by a professed believer who has experienced the 


teachings, blessings, power and love of Christ.

Perseverance – Mathew 24:13, 2 Peter 1:10-11, Hebrews 3:14, 1 John 2:3-6,24-25
Preservation – Jeremiah 32:40; John 17:11-19,24; Romans 8:30-39; 1 Corinthians 1:8; 2 Corinthians 4:7-18
Assurance – John 6:35-40,10:27-30; Romans 8:15-17, 11:29; Ephesians 1:13-14; Hebrews 6:17-20, 7:23-25, 
9:11-15; 2 Peter 1:10-11; 1 John 5:13
Sanctification – Romans 8:28-29, Philippians 1:6, Colossians 3:5-14; 1 Thessalonians 5:23; Hebrews 12:2, 
Apostasy – Mathew 7:15-23, 13:3-8,18-23, 24-30; 15:7-9; John 15:6; Hebrews 6:1-12, 10:26-36;1 John 2:19
Application – 


diligence 


sober judgement


holiness


comfort


Christ the Redeemer – By God’s grace we will seek to encourage and exhort one another to live self-

controlled, upright and godly lives,  to encourage the use of spiritual gifts for the edification of 

the church and the performing of good works, and to properly apply church discipline when 

necessary.


First Catechism - #54 Q. How can God sanctify you?




A. By making me holy in heart and conduct


Westminster Shorter Catechism - # 35 Q. What is sanctification?



A. Sanctification is the work of God’s free grace by which our whole person is made new in the 

image of God, and we are made more and more able to become dead to sin and alive to 


righteousness.

