Four E’s in Ephesians: #4 Encouraging Godly Families - Eph 5:1-6:9
A Sermon by Nate Wilson for Christ the Redeemer Church, Manhattan, KS, 28 Sept 2008
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2 commands: “Mimic God” (v1) and “Walk in love like Christ” (v.2)

1 yweobe oLV wunTaL 0V 1 Be ye therefore 1 Therefore be imi- 1 Therefore be imi-
GSM ADV NPN NPN followers of God as  tators of God, as tators of God, as
Beov g TERVQ ayomnTo dear children: beloved children. beloved children;
2 %O TEOUTATELTE PAM-2P oyam DSF 2 Anq walk in love, 2 And walk in love, 2 and Wall.< in love,
o NSM NSM as Christ also hath as Christ loved just as Christ also
®abwe %L 0 YQLOTOS " NYQNOEY  |oved jug| and hath  and gave himselfup loved and gave [
e ad won wopedwxney M3 given himself forus  for us, a fragrant Himself up for us,

an offering and a
sacrifice to God for

offering and sacri-
fice to God.

an offering and a

3ASM
gQuTOoV UTTEQ VUWV |Nuwv_ 7oo- sacrifice to God as a

pogav "> nar Buoway % 1w Bew " a sweetsmellimg 22 5 - istics of antithesis LL2Er3At aroma.
ASF GSF Savor. which nullify inheritance (v.5) and
elc oouny ™ evwdiag " bingthe wiath of Go4 (v6)
el 00ve o NSF 3 But 3 But 3 But
ANSF _ PRT NSF d"d d“ and all dny
OO0 n ;mée or must sexual immorality
ovopateado TS ey v PP waboc let itnotbe  not even be named mu%t not even be
PAI-3S A-DPM once named’ among you, as is named among greed
TOETEL ayLoLg

among you, as
becometh saints;

proper among saints.  you, as is proper

among saints;

4 Neither filthiness,
nor foolish talking,

4 and there must be
no filthiness and silly

4 Let there be no

O UWEOAOYLOL
A filthiness nor foolish

4 vou ooyt NSF

NSF _ PRT dua NSF o RPN o : oo —
n EVTQATTEALLL a oux orjesting, which talk nor crude joking, talk, or coarse jesting,
PRTN Camney A3 ADV e not convenient.”  which are put of which are nlot. fitting,
NSF "Empty words” (v.6) whichpyt rather giving of | place, but instead let  but rather giving of
EVUYOOLOTLOL are part of fornication, ungiggness. & greed - | there be thanksgiving.  thanks.
the opposite is thanksgiving (Speaking, sing-
5 touto PNV y lgg;{gscaﬂmm— v.19) 5 For this ye know, 5 For you may be 5 For this you
PAP-NPM ANSM sure of this, thz}t know with certainty,
’YWU)G%OW&S Ot TS everyone who is that no or
A- NSM person, nor [Sgl il or person or
oF NSN PAI- 38 - man, who is an ., or th I : . man, who
v idolater, hath any (that is, an  is an idolater, has an
£W0WAOAOTONG o PRT-N eyeL PAI-3S inheritance in the idolater), has no inheritance in the
kingdom of Christ inheritance in the kingdom of Christ
whnoovouay *5F gv " Baowhela DSk - : :
neovou " and of God. kingdom of Christ and God.
GSM GSM GSM nd-God
oV YOLOTOV %o Bgov ahe-Goes

2 Negative commands: “Let no one deceive you” (v.6) and “No longer be associated with them” (v.7)

P uortore —S—EeERO mamrdeceive 6 Let no one deceive
you with vain words:  you with empty

for because of - words, for because of
N - cometh the these things the wrath
wrath of God upon of God comes upon
the children of the sons of disobedi-
GSF disobedience. ence.

6 Let no one deceive
you with empty words,
for because of these
things the wrath of
God comes upon the
sons of disobedience.
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7 un owv yweode "M 7 Be not ye therefore 7 Therefore do not 7 Therefore do not be
NPM GPM partakers with them. associate with them; partakers with them;

OUUUETOYOL otV . .

_ELM_X_< Underscored by v.11 — no koinonea. Instead, expose them to the light! (vs.11-14)

8 e IAl-2P yao mote PRT OXOTOC NSN \yy 8 For ye were 8 for at one time you 8 for you were for-

ADV NSN DSM ADV sometimes darkness, were darkness, but merly darkness, but
0e pw £V XVOLW ® ; are lioht i , foht

Pws Y S but now are ye light now you are light in now you are Light in
tenva N poroc OV meoumarere TAMEP inthe Lord: walk as  the Lord. Walk as the Lord; walk as

children of light children of Light

children of light:



9 o yao xagmoc "M 1ov®N puroc| 9 (For the fruitof 9 (for the fruit of
GsN DSF the Spirit is in all light is found in all
TIVEVUOLTOG A 7o 1o (a0 0O (DOUVT that is good and

right and true),

9 (for the fruit of the
Light consists in all
goodness and right-
eousness and truth),

DSF S DSF SN D -
O nou ORISR~ B )

3 Opposite to immorality, impurityand

PAP-NPM 1
10 donipatovreg T OTIV O—Proving d-try-to-d
PAI-3S NSN DSM acceptable unto the  cern what is pleas-
EVOQEOCTOV T KUOL® Lord. ing to the Lord,
11 %L U OUYROWWVELTE PAM-2P 0 11 And have no fellow- 11 Take no part in

the unfruitful works
of darkness, but in-
stead#xpose them.

ship’ with the unfruitful
works of darkness, but

GSN PAM- rather reprove rhem.

£OYOLS TOLS araOmOL " TOv G@ii?gvg
worhov Oe now EAEYYETE

PNP-APN For it is shame-

ful even to speak of
e things that they
do in secret.

12 For it is a shame
even to speak of those
things which are done
of them in secret.

NPN ADV

12ta = yao xQuen ywoueva

GPM /NSN PAI-3S
EOTLY

VT AUTOV QLo

PAN

7oL Aeyew Bring out contrasts.

13 wo™N 8¢ ehey [;;ousvotPPP' 13 But all things that 13 But when
NPN GSN pplag are reproved are gade  anything is ex-
VIO TOU QOTOS — (POVEQOUTOL manifest by the light:  posed by the

PPP-NSN  for whatsoever doth

nifest is light.

yao oNSN QOVEQOUUEVOV light, it becomes

make ms
sty

SN PAI-3S — visible,
Pw eoTwv 12 Imptv’s & participles follow
—
14 810 MYELPAI-SS evelog] TAM2S GNSM 14 Wherefore he 14 for any.th.ing Fhat
v saith, thou becomes visible is
PAP-NSM 2AAM-2S - e . .
naBevdwv RO [OLVOOTOY that sleepest, and light. Therefore it
ex Tove ™ verowv® ™ xou empavoet arise from the dead, ~says, "Awake, O
Falss  2DS NSM and Christ shall give sleeper, and arise from
ooL” " 0 YQLOTOg thee light.' the dead, and Christ
will shine on you."
3
15 Bremete] M ovv [adehgoi=A] 15 [Sed then that ye 15 Look carefully

then how you walk,
not as unwise but as

walk circumspectly,
not as fools, but as

PAI-2P

ADV
axLPmg TG TEQUTOTELTE un

wc acogot™ ahk’ wg cogot wise, WISE,
4
16 [eEayooatouevol™ ™ tov xangov* M 16 _ 16 making the best use
NPF ANPE pagp the time, because  of the tlme,.because the
OTL QU NUEQUL  TOVNQOL T ELOY the days are evil.  days are evil.
17 &a touTo D'AS'; un yweoBe "M 17 threfore’ be ye 17 Therefore do not
NPM PAM2P  Intery  DOtUNWise, butun-  be foolish, but
OLPQOVES oAl [ouvieTe T derstanding what the what the
_ Behnuo NSN =y &M RUQLOV GSM will of the Lord is. will of the Lord is.
18 xau jun_pebuoneobe” " owm 18 And be ‘ 18 And do not get
DSM RDSM PAL3S with wine, wherein’ drunk with wine, for
gy EOTLV AOWTLOL is excess; but be that is debauchery, but
oM fmnoovoBe " v svevpom PN filled| with the Spirit;  be filled w. the Spirit,
19 Parovvreg PN eaurore F2PPM 19 [Speaking| to 19 addressing one

yourselves in another in psalms

DPM DPM
[ev] pahporg %ol vuvolg ol psalms and hymns ~ and hymns and
mdag DPF [vevpaTinang] ADPF 0doVTEG af]d §piritua1 SOngs, §piritu§1 SOEgS’ sing-
pap-npv 10 PAP-NPM _ DSF binging and fmaking|  ing and making

®oiL (porhovreg ™ melody| in your melody to the Lord
X0dLCL DSF VHOV P-2GP _ DSM VLD DSM  heart to the Lord: with all your heart,

greed which demnstrate godliness

what is peasing to
the Lord.

11 Do not participate
in the unfruitful deeds

of darkness, but instead
even expose them;

12 for it is disgraceful
even to speak of the
things which are done
by them in secret.

13 But all things be-
come visible when they
are exposed by the light,
for everything that be-
comes visible is light.

14 For this reason
it says, "Awake,
sleeper, And arise
from the dead,
And Christ will
shine on you."

15 Therefore be
careful how you
walk, not as unwise
men but as wise,

16 making the most
of your time, because

the days are evil.

17 So then do not
be foolish, but un-
derstand what the

will of the Lord is.

18 And do not get
drunk with wine, for
that is dissipation, but
be filled with the Spirit,

19 speaking to one
another in psalms
and hymns and
spiritual songs,
singing and making
melody with your
heart to the Lord;
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20
always for all things
unto God and the
Father in the name
of our Lord Jesus
Christ;

21
yourselves one to
another in the fear
of God.

20 giving thanks
always and for eve-
rything to God the
Father in the name
of our Lord Jesus
Christ,

21 submitting to
one another out of
reverence for Christ.

20 always giving
thanks for all things
in the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ to
God, even the Fa-
ther;

21 and be subject to
one another in the
fear of Christ.
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22 Wives, submit
yourselves unto
your own husbands,
as unto the Lord.

23 For the husband
is the head of the
wife, even as Christ
is the head of the
church: and he is the
savior of the body.

22 Wives, submit to
your own husbands,
as to the Lord.

23 For the husband
is the head of the
wife even as Christ
is the head of the
church, his body,
and is himself its
Savior.

22 Wives, be sub-
Jject to your own
husbands, as to the
Lord.

23 For the husband
is the head of the
wife, as Christ also
is the head of the
church, He Himself
being the Savior of
the body.

24 odda eV 1 ennnora NS 24 Therefore as the 24 Now as the 24 But as the
PPL3S  DSM DSM church is subject church submits to church is subject to
LTIOTOOCETAL T XOLoTw unto Christ, so let Christ, so also wives Christ, so also the
ovtag " won ol yuvoureg N the wives be to their ~ should submit in wives ought to be to
DPM DPM A-DSN own husbands in everything to their ~ their husbands in
o™ avdgaow T eV mav every thing. husbands. everything.
25 o N\PM avdoec NPV avarare PAMEP .mgAPF 25 Husbands, 25 Husbands, love 25 Husbands, love
APF ADV NSM love your wives,  your wives, as your wives, just as
yovawrag ™ xabwg T xou 0 YOW0Tog even as Christ Christ loved the Christ also loved
Yo OE AAI-3S ﬂWASF exrAnoLaV ASF . al also loved the church and gave the church and gave
F-3ASM AAI-3S gsr  Cchurch, and gave  himself up for her, ~ Himself up for her,
EQUTOV TOQEWHEV UTTEQ OUTNG himself for it;
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NSM _  ASF 3GSM ASF sasw  that loveth his
™mv o EQUTOV YUVOLROL EQUTOV wife loveth him-
PAI-3S

ayaro.
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26 That he might
sanctify and cleanse
it with the washing
of water by the
word,

27 That he might
present it to himself
a glorious church,
not having spot, or
wrinkle, or any such
thing; but that it
should be holy and
without blemish.

26 that he might
sanctify her, having
cleansed her by the
washing of water
with the word,

27 so that he might
present the church
to himself in splen-
dor, without spot or
wrinkle or any such
thing, that she might
be holy and without
blemish.

M
to love their

self.

28 So ought men

husbands should

love their wives as

their own bodies.
He who loves his

wife loves himself.

26 so that He might
sanctify her, having
cleansed her by the
washing of water
with the word,

27 that He might
present to Himself
the church in all her
glory, having no
spot or wrinkle or
any such thing; but
that she would be
holy and blameless.

28 In the same way 28 So husbands

ought also to love
their own wives
as their own bod-
ies. He who loves
his own wife
loves himself;
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29 For no man ever
yet hated his own
flesh; but nourisheth

29 For no one ever
hated his own flesh,
but nourishes and

and cherisheth it,
even as the Lord the
church:

30 For we are members

of his body, [of his

flesh, and of his bones].

(Gen 2:23)

31 For this cause’

cherishes it, just as
Christ does the
church,

members of his
body.

30 because we are

31 "Therefore a

29 for no one ever
hated his own flesh,
but nourishes and
cherishes it, just as
Christ also does the
church,

30 because we
are members of
His body.

31 FOR THIS REA-

NSM ASM ASM ase  shall a man leave man shall leave SON A MAN SHALL
avBpwo [Tov] TATEQO. %o [my] ‘s fo . ‘s fe . LEAVE HIS FATHER
QWO Y M his father and his father and
ASF FPI-3S ther. and shall ther and held AND MOTHER AND
untepa " xow TEOOoXOAAnOMOoETOL mpog ~ Mother, and shal mother and #91&  gHALL BE JOINED
ASF ASF GSM FDI-3P b§ joined unto his fast to his wife, TO HIS WIFE, AND
myo yuvakas - auTtov “aL EcovVTOaL wife, and they two  and the two shall THE TWO SHALL
o™ suo "' ei¢ oagna ST wav A shall be one flesh. ~ become 1 flesh." IEEECSOI?/IE ONE
32 10" womotov "N tovro PN 32 This is a great 32 This mysteryis 32 This mystery is
ANSN PAL-3S PINS mystery.: but I speak profound, apd ITam great;.but 1 am
ueya eonwv EYw € concerning Christ saying that it refers  speaking with refer-
Aeya PAI-1S £1C YOLOTOV ASM [ewc] and the church. to Christ and the ence to Christ and
ASF ASF church. the church.
mv T exxlnoway
33 v "% wowvpec T oMM wap 33 Nevertheless l.et 33 However, let 33 N.evejrt.heless,
ASM NSM ASE sasm  EVery one of you in  each one qf you each individual .
EvaL - EXOOTOS - TV EOQUTOV particular so love love his wife as among you also is to
yovawra "5 ovtwe APV ayamorm "M h?s wife even as . himself, and let the  love his own wife
ADV F3ASM  NSF o nse  himself; and the wife  wife see that she even as himself, and.
g Eavtov n € yovn see that she rever- respects her hus- the wife must see to it
wo. gopnron N 10v* M avda MM ence her husband. band. that she respects her
husband.
1 10 wenva TN vraxovere” MMEP T01¢ 1 Children, obey 1 Children, obey 1 Children, obey
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your parents in the
Lord: for this is right.

2 Honor thy father
and mother; which is
the first command-
ment with promise;

3 That it may be well
with thee, and thou
mayest live long on
the earth.

4 And, ye fathers,

provoke not your
children to wrath: but

bring them up in the
nurture and admoni-

your parents in the
Lord, for this is
right.

2 "Honor your fa-
ther and mother"
(this is the first
commandment with
a promise),

3 "that it may go
well with you and
that you may live
long in the land."

4 Fathers, do not
provoke your chil-
dren to anger, but
bring them up in the
discipline and in-

tion of the Lord.

struction of the Lord.

your parents in the
Lord, for this is
right.

2 HONOR YOUR
FATHER AND MO-
THER (which is the
first commandment
with a promise),

3 SO THAT IT MAY
BE WELL WITH YOU,
AND THAT YOU
MAY LIVE LONG ON
THE EARTH.

4 Fathers, do not
provoke your child-
ren to anger, but
bring them up in the
discipline and in-
struction of the Lord.




5 o1 douhol ™ vroxovere M2 5 Servants, be obedient 5 Slaves, obey 5 Slaves, be obedient

DPM ASE ppy (O them that are your your earthly mas-  to those who are your
TOLS KOTO. 0OQUG. — XVELOLS masters according to the ters with fear and  masters according to
UETOL @oﬁovGSM % 100 !OUGSM ev flesh, \fvith .fear. and tr.embling, with a the flesh, \yith fear

N DSF GSE 810 OSF trembling, in singleness  sincere heart, a:% apd trgmbhng, in the
GmEAOTTL TG HOQOWG of your heart, as unto you would Christ, sincerity of your
uM(m/2GP e T XQLo‘m)DSM Christ; heart, as to Christ;

6 un xot ocpea}»ptoéovhavASF c 6 Npt with eye- 6 not by the way of 6 not by way of
NPM NPy SErvice, as men- eye-service, as peo-  eyeservice, as men-

Bowmageonol Al wg dovAol .
avuQ Q pleasers; but as the ~ ple-pleasers, but as  pleasers, but as
;:QLO‘EO’UGSM nOLovwsgPAP'NPM N seryants of Christ, seryants of Christ, slayes of Christ,

ASN GSM ager  doing the will of doing the will of doing the will of
Behnuo ™" Tov Beov ™ ex Yuyng God from the heart;  God from the heart, God from the heart.
7 uev svvowc;GSF 6ovksvovrsgPAP'NPM 7 With gopd will 7 .rendering sgrvice 7 With goc?d will

DSM DPM doing service, as to with a good will as  render service, as to
¢ TW XVOLW now ovx avBowmolg the Lord, and not to to the Lord and not  the Lord, and not to
men: to man, men,
8 uémggRAP-NPM ot smxorogNSM cqv & Knowing that 8 knowing that 8 knowing that
AAS-3S Y D-ASN whatsoever good whatever good ' whatever good
TL TTOWMON ayabov — ToUto thing any man doeth,  anyone does, this thing each one
nouwswLFDl'ss TAQC HUQLOV GSM o 1OV the same shall he he will receive back does., this he will

NSM NSM receive of the Lord, from the Lord, receive back from
dovhog ete ehevBeQog whether e be bond or whether he is a the Lord, whether

free. slave or free. slave or free.

9 nan ot wuprol" M 1o o™ moewe™M 9 And, ye masters, 9 Masters, dothe 9 And masters, do
do the same things  same to them, and  the same things to

P APM PAP-NPM -
TROS GUTOVS — AVIEVTEG mv unto them, forbear-  stop your threaten-  them, and give up
amety™S" edotec™ MM on wan ing th.reatening: ing, knoiwing that . Fhreatening, knoyv-
GPM o NSM knowing that your ~ he who is both their ing that both their
GUTOV - ®AL VROV 0 ®UQLOS Master also is in Master and yours is  Master and yours is
eowv™ % ev ovpovorc™™ wan mpoowmo-  heaven; neither‘is in heayen, and .thz.it @n heaveq, apd th.ere
N NSF ouy A3 + ™M there respect O.f th.ere is no partiality is no partiality with
Lo~ oux EoTV o autw persons with him. with him. Him.
10 tov houtov®SN evduvoy ovg0e”™ 10 Finally, my . 10 Fin.ally, be 10 Fin.ally, be
DSM DSN brethren, be st.rong in stror}g in the Lord strogg in the Lord
&V ®UoLw noL €V T the Lord, and in the and in the strength  and in the strength
roarel®™ mc®SF 1opvoc® qutov®M  power of his might. of his might. of His might.

» Spheres of authority

o (Self)

Family (Biblically includes business) — Rod
o Church — Keys

o State — Sword

@)

- Must not encroach on another sphere unless violations reach your sphere
(Church does not have authority to feed your wife or raise your children, nor does State.)
- Pastor/teacher is to equip heads of households with the Bible so you can equip your households



Directory for Family-Worship
ASSEMBLY AT EDINBURGH, Aug 24, 1647, Sess. 10.

ACT for observing the Directions of the general assembly for
secret and private Worship, and mutual Edification; and
censuring such as neglect Family-worship.

THE General Assembly, after mature deliberation, doth approve
the following Rules and Directions for cherishing piety, and
preventing division and schism; and doth appoint ministers and
ruling elders in each congregation to take special care that these
Directions be observed and followed; as likewise, that
presbyteries and provincial synods enquire and make trial
whether the said Directions be duly observed in their bounds;
and to reprove or censure (according to the quality of the
offence), such as shall be found to be reprovable or censurable
therein. And, to the end that these directions may not be
rendered ineffectual and unprofitable among some, through the
usual neglect of the very substance of the duty of Family-
worship, the Assembly doth further require and appoint
ministers and ruling elders to make diligent search and enquiry,
in the congregations committed to their charge respectively,
whether there be among them any family or families which use
to neglect this necessary duty; and if any such family be found,
the head of the family is to be first adminished privately to
amend his fault; and, in case of his continuing therein, he is to
be gravely and sadly reproved by the session; after which
reproof, if he be found still to neglect Family-worship, let him
be, for his obstinacy in such an offence, suspended and debarred
from the Lord's supper, as being justly esteemed unworthy to
communicate therein, till he amend.

DIRECTIONS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
CONCERNING SECRET AND PRIVATE WORSHIP, AND
MUTUAL EDIFICATION; FOR CHERISHING PIETY, FOR

MAINTAINING UNITY, AND AVOIDING SCHISM AND
DIVISION.

BESIDES the publick worship in congregations, mercifully
established in this land in great purity, it is expedient and
necessary that secret worship of each person alone, and private
worship of families, be pressed and set up; that, with national
reformation, the profession and power of godliness, both
personal and domestick, be advanced.

I. And first, for secret worship, it is most necessary, that every
one apart, and by themselves, be given to prayer and meditation,
the unspeakable benefit whereof is best known to them who are
most exercised therein; this being the mean whereby, in a
special way, communion with God is entertained, and right
preparation for all other duties obtained: and therefore it
becometh not only pastors, within their several charges, to press
persons of all sorts to perform this duty morning and evening,
and at other occasions; but also it is incumbent to the head of
every family to have a care, that both themselves, and all within
their charge, be daily diligent herein.

II. The ordinary duties comprehended under the exercise of piety
which should be in families, when they are convened to that
effect, are these: First, Prayer and praises performed with a
special reference, as well to the publick condition of the kirk of
God and this kingdom, as to the present case of the family, and
every member thereof. Next, Reading of the scriptures, with
catechising in a plain way, that the understandings of the simpler
may be the better enabled to profit under the publick ordinances,

and they made more capable to understand the scriptures when
they are read; together with godly conferences tending to the
edification of all the members in the most holy faith: as also,
admonition and rebuke, upon just reasons, from those who have
authority in the family.

III. As the charge and office of interpreting the holy scriptures is
a part of the ministerial calling, which none (however otherwise
qualified) should take upon him in any place, but he that is duly
called thereunto by God and his kirk; so in every family where
there is any that can read, the holy scriptures should be read
ordinarily to the family; and it is commendable, that thereafter
they confer, and by way of conference make some good use of
what hath been read and heard. As, for example, if any sin be
reproved in the word read, use may be made thereof to make all
the family circumspect and watchful against the same; or if any
judgment be threatened, or mentioned to have been inflicted, in
that portion of scripture which is read, use may be made to make
all the family fear lest the same or a worse judgment befall
them, unless they beware of the sin that procured it: and, finally,
if any duty be required, or comfort held forth in a promise, use
may be made to stir up themselves to employ Christ for strength
to enable them for doing the commanded duty, and to apply the
oftered comfort. In all which the master of the family is to have
the chief hand; and any member of the family may propone a
question or doubt for resolution.

IV. The head of the family is to take care that none of the family
withdraw himself from any part of family-worship: and, seeing
the ordinary performance of all the parts of family-worship
belongeth properly to the head of the family, the minister is to
stir up such as are lazy, and train up such as are weak, to a
fitness to these exercises; it being always free to persons of
quality to entertain one approved by the presbytery for
performing family-exercise. And in other families, where the
head of the family is unfit, that another, constantly residing in
the family, approved by the minister and session, may be
employed in that service, wherein the minister and session are to
be countable to the presbytery. And if a minister, by divine
Providence, be brought to any family, it is requisite that at no
time he convene a part of the family for worship, secluding the
rest, except in singular cases especially concerning these parties,
which (in Christian prudence) need not, or ought not, to be
imparted to others.

V. Let no idler, who hath no particular calling, or vagrant person
under pretence of a calling, be suffered to perform worship in
families, to or for the same; seeing persons tainted with errors,
or aiming at division, may be ready (after that manner) to creep
into houses, and lead captive silly and unstable souls.

VI. At family-worship, a special care is to be had that each
family keep by themselves; neither requiring, inviting, nor
admitting persons from divers families, unless it be those who
are lodged with them, or at meals, or otherwise with them upon
some lawful occasion.

VII. Whatsoever have been the effects and fruits of meetings of
persons of divers families in the times of corruption or trouble,
(in which cases many things are commendable, which otherwise
are not tolerable,) yet, when God hath blessed us with peace and
purity of the gospel, such meetings of persons of divers families
(except in cases mentioned in these Directions) are to be
disapproved, as tending to the hinderance of the religious
exercise of each family by itself, to the prejudice of the publick
ministry, to the rending of the families of particular
congregations, and (in progress of time) of the whole kirk.
Besides many offences which may come thereby, to the
hardening of the hearts of carnal men, and grief of the godly.



VIII. On the Lord's day, after every one of the family apart, and
the whole family together, have sought the Lord (in whose
hands the preparation of men's hearts are) to fit them for the
publick worship, and to bless to them the publick ordinances, the
master of the family ought to take care that all within his charge
repair to the publick worship, that he and they may join with the
rest of the congregation: and the publick worship being finished,
after prayer, he should take an account what they have heard;
and thereafter, to spend the rest of the time which they may
spare in catechising, and in spiritual conferences upon the word
of God: or else (going apart) they ought to apply themselves to
reading, meditation, and secret prayer, that they may confirm
and increase their communion with God: that so the profit which
they found in the publick ordinances may be cherished and
promoved, and they more edified unto eternal life.

IX. So many as can conceive prayer, ought to make use of that
gift of God; albeit those who are rude and weaker may begin at a
set form of prayer, but so as they be not sluggish in stirring up in
themselves (according to their daily necessities) the spirit of
prayer, which is given to all the children of God in some
measure: to which effect, they ought to be more fervent and
frequent in secret prayer to God, for enabling of their hearts to
conceive, and their tongues to express, convenient desires to
God for their family. And, in the meantime, for their greater
encouragement, let these materials of prayer be meditated upon,
and made use of, as followeth.

"Let them confess to God how unworthy they are to come in his
presence, and how unfit to worship his Majesty; and therefore
earnestly ask of God the spirit of prayer.

"They are to confess their sins, and the sins of the family;
accusing, judging, and condemning themselves for them, till
they bring their souls to some measure of true humiliation.

"They are to pour out their souls to God, in the name of Christ,
by the Spirit, for forgiveness of sins; for grace to repent, to
believe, and to live soberly, righteously, and godly; and that they
may serve God with joy and delight, walking before him.

"They are to give thanks to God for his many mercies to his
people, and to themselves, and especially for his love in Christ,
and for the light of the gospel.

"They are to pray for such particular benefits, spiritual and
temporal, as they stand in need of for the time, (whether it be
morning or evening,) as anent health or sickness, prosperity or
adversity.

"They ought to pray for the kirk of Christ in general, for all the
reformed kirks, and for this kirk in particular, and for all that
suffer for the name of Christ; for all our superiors, the king's
majesty, the queen, and their children; for the magistrates,
ministers, and whole body of the congregation whereof they are
members, as well for their neighbours absent in their lawful
affairs, as for those that are at home.

"The prayer may be closed with an earnest desire that God may
be glorified in the coming of the kingdom of his Son, and in
doing of his will, and with assurance that themselves are
accepted, and what they have asked according to his will shall
be done."

X. These exercises ought to be performed in great sincerity,
without delay, laying aside all exercises of worldly business or
hinderances, not withstanding the mockings of atheists and
profane men; in respect of the great mercies of God to this land,
and of his severe corrections wherewith lately he hath exercised
us. And, to this effect, persons of eminency (and all elders of the

kirk) not only ought to stir up themselves and families to
diligence herein, but also to concur effectually, that in all other
families, where they have power and charge, the said exercises
be conscionably performed.

XI. Besides the ordinary duties in families, which are above
mentioned, extraordinary duties, both of humiliation and
thanksgiving, are to be carefully performed in families, when the
Lord, by extraordinary occasions, (private or publick,) calleth
for them.

XII. Seeing the word of God requireth that we should consider
one another, to provoke unto love and good works; therefore, at
all times, and specially in this time, wherein profanity abounds,
and mockers, walking after their own lusts, think it strange that
others run not with them to the same excess of riot; every
member of this kirk ought to stir up themselves, and one
another, to the duties of mutual edification, by instruction,
admonition, rebuke; exhorting one another to manifest the grace
of God in denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, and in living
godly, soberly and righteously in this present world; by
comforting the feeble-minded, and praying with or for one
another. Which duties respectively are to be performed upon
special occasions offered by Divine Providence; as, namely,
when under any calamity, cross, or great difficulty, counsel or
comfort is sought; or when an offender is to be reclaimed by
private admonition, and if that be not effectual, by joining one or
two more in the admonition, according to the rule of Christ, that
in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be
established.

XIII. And, because it is not given to every one to speak a word
in season to a wearied or distressed conscience, it is expedient,
that a person (in that case,) finding no ease, after the use of all
ordinary means, private and publick, have their address to their
own pastor, or some experienced Christian: but if the person
troubled in conscience be of that condition, or of that sex, that
discretion, modesty, or fear of scandal, requireth a godly, grave,
and secret friend to be present with them in their said address, it
is expedient that such a friend be present.

XIV. When persons of divers families are brought together by
Divine Providence, being abroad upon their particular vocations,
or any necessary occasions; as they would have the Lord their
God with them whithersoever they go, they ought to walk with
God, and not neglect the duties of prayer and thanksgiving, but
take care that the same be performed by such as the company
shall judge fittest. And that they likewise take heed that no
corrupt communication proceed out of their mouths, but that
which is good, to the use of edifying, that it may minister grace
to the hearers.

The drift and scope of all these Directions is no other, but that,
upon the one part, the power and practice of godliness, amongst
all the ministers and members of this kirk, according to their
several places and vocations, may be cherished and advanced,
and all impiety and mocking of religious exercises suppressed:
and, upon the other part, that, under the name and pretext of
religious exercises, no such meetings or practices be allowed, as
are apt to breed error, scandal, schism, contempt, or misregard
of the publick ordinances and ministers, or neglect of the duties
of particular callings, or such other evils as are the works, not of
the Spirit, but of the flesh, and are contrary to truth and peace.



In the Bible, worship assemblies included children along with the adults:

2 Chronicles 20:4,13: Judah gathered themselves together, to ask help of the Lord and all Judah stood
before the Lord with their little ones, their wives and their children.

Ezra 10 Now when Ezra had prayed and when he had confessed, weeping and casting himself down be-
fore the house of God, there assembled unto him out of Israel a very great congregation of men and
women and children: for the people wept very sore.

Joel 2:15-17 Blow a trumpet in Zion, sanctify a fast, call a solemn assembly. Gather the people, sanctify
the congregation, assemble the elders, gather the children, even the sucklings...

Deut. 31:11-13 when all Israel is come to appear before Jehovah thy God in the place which he shall
choose, thou shalt read this law before all Israel in their hearing. (12) Assemble the people, the men
and the women and the little ones, and thy sojourner that is within thy gates, that they may hear, and that
they may learn, and fear Jehovah your God, and observe to do all the words of this law; (13) and that
their children, who have not known, may hear, and learn to fear Jehovah your God, as long as ye live in
the land whither ye go over the Jordan to possess it.

Mat 21:15-16 But when the chief priests and the scribes saw the wonderful things that he did, and the
children that were crying in the temple and saying, Hosanna to the son of David; they were moved with
indignation, (16) and said unto him, Hearest thou what these are saying? And Jesus saith unto them,
Yea: did ye never read, Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings thou has perfected praise?

Therefore we believe we should worship God together with our children and we try to organize worship and
church activities so that all ages can participate and learn from the Bible together.

1.

2.

We encourage you to try keeping your children with you for at least part of the worship service so they
can begin learning to worship in a mature way.

Don’t worry if your child is making a little bit of noise or if you have to come in and out of the room to
deal with your child. It’s not bothering us; most of us have been through the same thing! However, if
your child reaches a point of distracting other people around you, please take the child from the room
yourself or bring your child to the back of the room so our child care volunteer can take your child from
the room.

Child care is available on Sunday mornings as a training ground to prepare children to join the congre-
gation in worship. Child care volunteers will help your child sit still and listen to bits of the service over
the intercom, draw a picture with crayons about the theme of the worship service, memorize some of the
songs and liturgy of our church, and walk around as necessary.

We encourage you to “practice church” throughout the week — sing, pray, and read the Bible or listen to
recordings of sermons.

Kid’s box with books and crayons.




