
A Thanksgiving Game Plan A Thanksgiving Game Plan 
Inspired by SuccothInspired by Succoth



European Christian RootsEuropean Christian Roots

•• Celebrated by Spanish and Celebrated by Spanish and 
French colonists in the 1500French colonists in the 1500’’s s 
on American soil on American soil 

•• Mandated for King JamesMandated for King James’’
Anglican colony in Virginia Anglican colony in Virginia 
annually from 1607 onannually from 1607 on

•• Famous Puritan colony ThanksFamous Puritan colony Thanks--
giving in Massachusetts, 1621 giving in Massachusetts, 1621 

•• ““The Pilgrim practice of The Pilgrim practice of 
designating an official time of designating an official time of 
Thanksgiving spread into Thanksgiving spread into 
neighboring colonies and neighboring colonies and 
became an annual traditionbecame an annual tradition””
~~DeLossDeLoss Love, Love, The Fast & The Fast & 
Thanksgiving Days of New Thanksgiving Days of New 
EnglandEngland, 1889, 1889

16071607--JJAmestownAmestown

16191619--BBerkeleyerkeley

16211621--PPlymouthlymouth

Where did Thanksgiving Holiday come from?



Why this National Holiday?Why this National Holiday?

•• ““Joint resolution of Congress Joint resolution of Congress 
approved Dec. 26, 1941... approved Dec. 26, 1941... 
designates 4designates 4thth Thursday in Nov. Thursday in Nov. 
of each year as Thanksgiving of each year as Thanksgiving 
Day.Day.”” ~Pres. Proclamation 2571~Pres. Proclamation 2571

•• First Federal Thanksgiving proFirst Federal Thanksgiving pro--
clamationclamation by Pres. Washington,  by Pres. Washington,  
(mandated by both houses of (mandated by both houses of 
Congress) Congress) ““Mr. Sherman Mr. Sherman justijusti--
fiedfied the practice of thanksgiving the practice of thanksgiving 
... as warranted by a number of ... as warranted by a number of 
precedents in Holy Writ... worthy precedents in Holy Writ... worthy 
of a Christian imitation on the of a Christian imitation on the 
present occasion.present occasion.”” ~~CongresCongres--
sionalsional Record, 25 Sept 1789Record, 25 Sept 1789

•Well, we celebrate it every 4th Thursday in November because of the Congressional resolution 

under FDR

•But there were many proclamations of Thanksgiving holidays at various times before that, such 

as the one passed by Congress at the founding of our country:



O.T. NatO.T. Nat’’l l TT’’sgivingsgiving = Feast of Booths= Feast of Booths

And the LORD spoke to Moses... And the LORD spoke to Moses... ““On the 15On the 15thth day of this day of this 
77thth month is the Feast of Booths (month is the Feast of Booths (סכותסכות) for 7 days to ) for 7 days to 
the LORD. On the first day shall be a holy the LORD. On the first day shall be a holy convocaconvoca--
tiontion; you shall not do any ordinary work. For 7 days ; you shall not do any ordinary work. For 7 days 
you shall offer burnt offerings to the LORD. On the 8you shall offer burnt offerings to the LORD. On the 8thth

day you shall hold a holy convocation and offer a day you shall hold a holy convocation and offer a 
burnt offering to the LORD. It is a solemn assembly; burnt offering to the LORD. It is a solemn assembly; 
you shall not do any ordinary work ... (39) On the 15you shall not do any ordinary work ... (39) On the 15thth

day of the 7day of the 7ththmonth, when you have gathered in the month, when you have gathered in the 
produce of the land, you shall celebrate the feast of produce of the land, you shall celebrate the feast of 
the LORD 7 days... And you shall take on the first day the LORD 7 days... And you shall take on the first day 
the fruit of splendid trees, branches of palm trees and the fruit of splendid trees, branches of palm trees and 
boughs of leafy trees and willows of the brook, and boughs of leafy trees and willows of the brook, and 
you shall rejoice before the LORD your God 7 days... you shall rejoice before the LORD your God 7 days... 
(42) ... All native Israelites shall dwell in booths, that (42) ... All native Israelites shall dwell in booths, that 
your generations may know that I made the people of your generations may know that I made the people of 
Israel dwell in booths when I brought them out of the Israel dwell in booths when I brought them out of the 
land of Egypt...land of Egypt...”” ~Leviticus 23:33~Leviticus 23:33--4444



Principles from Leviticus 23Principles from Leviticus 23

•• Annual cycle of renewal with three weekAnnual cycle of renewal with three week--long long 
vacations, including this one after harvestvacations, including this one after harvest

•• Sundays (1Sundays (1stst and the 8and the 8thth day) as special days of day) as special days of 
gathering for worship.gathering for worship.

•• National holidays that celebrate historical events in National holidays that celebrate historical events in 
which God preserved a nation. which God preserved a nation. 

•• Oriented around Oriented around 
worshipping God.worshipping God.

•• Succoth was only binding Succoth was only binding 
on Jews.on Jews.

Traditional Jewish Succoth Booth

Principles:

1. This weeklong annual festival was celebrated after the harvest time in the fall

2. It included two Sundays, the 1st and the 8th day which were to be days off of work in addition to the Jewish Sabbath day on 
Saturday, and these two Sundays were to be special days of gathering for worship. This foreshadows, by the way, the coming of 
the Christian practice of worshipping Jesus on Sunday.

3. It involved camping out and making booths/tabernacles/tents/makeshift shelters/succoth in remembrance of God’s deliverance of 
the Jews out of slavery in Egypt. This was an historical event of national significance, and, together with Jesus’ celebration of 
Hanukkah (John 10), another commemoration of national deliverance for the Jews, it shows the appropriateness Biblically, of 
national holidays that celebrate historical events in which God preserved a nation. 

• Of the two English colonies before Plymouth one had ended in death to all the colonists. Of the two French American 
colonies before Plymouth, one had ended in death to all the colonists. The odds were not that good, especially with them 
arriving on shore at the beginning of winter with no way to buy more food. 

• The theology and culture of our church comes from the Puritan tradition. These were our spiritual ancestors. If the 
pilgrims had been wiped out, they might never have formed the roots of American churches like they did as a result of 
God’s deliverance of that group of colonists. We might be Dutch Reformed or Anglican, but not Presbyterian or Baptist. 

• Without the Biblical philosophy of government of the Puritans with their emphasis on Biblical law and justice and 
representative government, we would not have had the will to gain independence from England. And even if we did, we 
might be another third-world monarchy if it weren’t for the Calvinistic theology of the depravity of man and the 
sovereignty of God which shaped our form of government. There was a truly national significance to God’s preservation 
of that colony in the Massachusetts Bay.

4. The Feast of Booths was oriented around worshipping God, using the sacrifices which were the center of the worship service of
their day. However, it also contained the seeds of the center of our worship after Jesus’ sacrifice of Himself ended the need of any 
further blood being shed for the forgiveness of sin, and that is the reading of Scripture, which was also a part of the festivities of 
the Jewish seventh month. They called it the Simchat Torah, the Rejoicing in the Law. We’ll see more of that in a little bit.

• A fall harvest celebration which included days off work, Feasting, Sunday gatherings for worship, celebration of God’s 
preservation of a nation of people, and reading the Bible... Do you see how our modern Thanksgiving holiday came from the Old 
Testament Feast of Booths?

5. One thing to note, however. Do you see in the wording the limitation for this ceremonial law? In v.42, the command to observe the 
Feast of Booths is only to “native” Israelites. There is certainly nothing wrong with Gentiles observing it, as we will see in a 
minute, Gentile “sojourners” were invited, but this particular Old Testament holiday tradition was only binding on Jews. As we see 
in Acts 13 and Colossians 2, Gentile Christians do not have to observe the feast and Sabbath days of the Jews. 



O.T. NatO.T. Nat’’l l TT’’sgivingsgiving = Feast of Booths= Feast of Booths

"You shall keep the Feast of Booths seven days, when "You shall keep the Feast of Booths seven days, when 
you have gathered in the produce from your threshyou have gathered in the produce from your thresh--
inging floor and your winepress. You shall rejoice in your floor and your winepress. You shall rejoice in your 
feast, you and your son and your daughter, your male feast, you and your son and your daughter, your male 
servant and your female servant, the Levite, the soservant and your female servant, the Levite, the so--
journerjourner, the fatherless, and the widow who are within , the fatherless, and the widow who are within 
your towns. For 7 days you shall keep the feast to the your towns. For 7 days you shall keep the feast to the 
LLORDORD your God at the place that the Lyour God at the place that the LORDORD will choose, will choose, 
because the Lbecause the LORDORD your God will bless you in all your your God will bless you in all your 
produce and in all the work of your hands, so that you produce and in all the work of your hands, so that you 
will be altogether joyful.will be altogether joyful.”” ~ Deuteronomy 16:13~ Deuteronomy 16:13--1414

““...every 7 yrs... at the Feast of Booths, when all Israel ...every 7 yrs... at the Feast of Booths, when all Israel 
comes to appear before the Lcomes to appear before the LORDORD... you shall read the ... you shall read the 
law before all Israel in their hearing. Assemble the law before all Israel in their hearing. Assemble the 
people, men, women & little ones, and the sojourner people, men, women & little ones, and the sojourner 
within your towns, that they may hear & learn to fear within your towns, that they may hear & learn to fear 
the Lthe LORDORD your God and be careful to do all the words your God and be careful to do all the words 
of this law, and their children...of this law, and their children...““ ~Deut. 31:10~Deut. 31:10--1313



Principles from Deuter. 16 & 31

1.1. FEASTFEAST ““You shall rejoice in your feastYou shall rejoice in your feast””

Here are some more principles upon which our American Thanksgiving tradition is based:

1. Having a feast where you enjoy the goodness of the food which God has provided. 

a) The turkeys which we eat at Thanksgiving are a uniquely American animal which 

Europeans had never eaten before colonizing America. 

b) Same with corn. That is a uniquely American grain that was hitherto unheard-of by 

those who came to America from other continents.

c) It has even been traditional to use food to commemorate the way God preserved the 

Puritans at Plymouth through their first winter: they say that food got so short that they 

were not allowed to eat more than 5 grains of corn a day, so at some tables today, each 

person is served 5 grains of corn to remember what God brought the Pilgrims through.

d) However, the bounty of food presupposes that you worked hard all year to grow or 

earn the food, so working by the sweat of your brow all year is part of the whole 

picture of the feast of Thanksgiving. As Paul instructed the Thessalonians at the end of 

his second epistle to them, “He who will not work; let him not eat.”



Principles from Deuter. 16 & 31

1.1. FEASTFEAST ““You shall rejoice in your feastYou shall rejoice in your feast””
2.2. INVITE GUESTSINVITE GUESTS ““you and your son and your you and your son and your 

daughter, your [servants], the Levite, the sojourner, daughter, your [servants], the Levite, the sojourner, 
the fatherless, and the widow within your townsthe fatherless, and the widow within your towns””

2. Another principle we learn from the Deuteronomy passages about the Feast of Booths is the invitation of guests. 

a)a) ““““““““You shall rejoice in your feast, you and your son and your daughYou shall rejoice in your feast, you and your son and your daughter, your male ter, your male 
servant and your female servant, the Levite, the sojourner, the servant and your female servant, the Levite, the sojourner, the fatherless, and the fatherless, and the 
widow who are within your towns. widow who are within your towns. ““““““““

b) Note the six groups of people you should invite: 

1) First of all yourself. Don’t skip out on the rest and joy and worship yourself!

2) Second: your family. Don’t accept excuses from you children that they don’t want to come. It is very important that they hear God’s word 
and they hear the stories of God’s deliverance throughout history so that they will learn to love and obey God themselves.

3) Thirdly: your servants. Now in post Civil-war America, this may seem strange, but in the Biblical economy, the slave was an adopted 
member of your household, living and working for you for seven years and under the authority of the head of household to be trained in 
Biblical principles of work. We can apply this principle today by inviting employees or contract laborers to your Thanksgiving dinner.

4) Next come the Levites. These are equivalent to today’s church ministers and parachurch ministry people who do not produce income for 
themselves; they are dependent on the people of God to provide for their needs, so those who are working productive jobs have a certain 
responsibility to make sure that those who are dedicated vocationally to the Lord’s house have the resources to enjoy holidays along with 
you. 

5) The Sojourner is the fifth category. These are people from out-of-town who are living temporarily in the community of God’s people. They 
were generally gentiles who wanted to do business with the Jews and who were receiving hospitality from the Jews. This kind of invitation 
to outsiders is what the Pilgrims did when they invited local Indian tribespeople to join them for their meals and games and worship. For us, 
a significant class of sojourners is the international students who attend our local university. Holidays are a great occasion to share principles 
of our faith. If you don’t know any internationals, I bet Melissa could network you to one!

6) Finally we have the category of orphans and widows. These are the people who have no resources to provide for themselves; they are the 
poor and needy. They too should be invited to the feast. 

• Are there people in the church who are struggling financially that you could invite? People at work or school or in the 
neighborhood? 

• Several churches along Poyntz Avenue are trying to coordinate so that every day of the week, one of them is offering a free meal 
so that if someone couldn’t feed themselves, there would be a church to go to every day! 

• Lighthouse Baptist does a weekly free dinner for the community there, and the churches in Ogden provide a free Thanksgiving 
dinner – last year it was at the Ogden Bible church. That is to say if you aren’t sure about inviting vagabonds straight into your 
home, there are church groups who would be happy for you to volunteer to help them. 

• There’s also a food drive going on right now for the Flint Hills Breadbasket. I’ve heard that private charities like these are five 
times more efficient with donations than the government is with tax dollars spent on the needy. In other words, the needy get five 
times as much of your money when you donate to a charity as they do when you pay taxes for social programs. Private charity is 
a much better way to help the poor (don’t get me started on that!)

• Now that may look like an overwhelming list, and you probably won’t be able to invite every one of these kinds of people to every holiday meal you 
enjoy, and that’s o.k. The point is to keep from neglecting any of these classes of people throughout the course of your life. Are you doing something 
throughout the course of your life to help each of these classes of people? Are there new ways God could use you to be a blessing to more kinds of 
people?



Principles from Deuter. 16 & 31

1.1. FEASTFEAST ““You shall rejoice in your feastYou shall rejoice in your feast””
2.2. INVITE GUESTSINVITE GUESTS ““you and your son and your you and your son and your 

daughter, your [servants], the Levite, the sojourner, daughter, your [servants], the Levite, the sojourner, 
the fatherless, and the widow within your townsthe fatherless, and the widow within your towns””

3.3. THANK GODTHANK GOD ““to the Lto the LORDORD your God... because the your God... because the 
LLORDORD your God will bless youyour God will bless you””

3. This third principle seems kinda self-evident, but in this day and age it needs to be stated. We 
need to thank God.

• There are way too many people in our nation who have no idea who they should be thanking 
for the bounty they enjoy. 

• The concept of Thanksgiving is predicated on the truth that there is a personal God who is 
sovereign over all things.

• I remember the poignant scene in the movie Avalon, where this extended Jewish family 
which has lost their religious heritage in their quest to be successful businessmen in America 
is sitting around the table about to eat their Thanksgiving “toikey” and there is this moment 
of silence before they dig in, as though they know they are missing something but don’t 
know what it is, and the grandma says, “They call this ‘Thanks-giving.’ Does that mean we 
are supposed to be thanking somebody? Who are we supposed to thank?” (Every American 
ought to see that movie, by the way, if nothing more than to see Elijah “Frodo” Wood as a 
little boy!) That question is not answered in that movie, but we know the answer. 
Thanksgiving is not about being grateful to no one in particular; it is about thanking the Lord 
God who provides blessings to us. 

• As the Apostle James said, “Every good and perfect gift comes down from above, from the 
Father...”

• Our Thanksgiving should be oriented “to the LORD your God... because the LORD your to the LORD your God... because the LORD your 
God will bless you.God will bless you.””””””””

• Let us be sure to deliberately and thoughtfully orient our Thanksgiving celebrations around 
thanking God and acknowledging that it is His sovereign control of the fields and animals 
and customers and markets that brings every blessing to us. 

Just as the Jews thanked God for their deliverance from Egypt at Succoth, and the Pilgrims 
thanked God for sustaining their lives through the sickness and food shortage of their first 
winter, so let us thank God about particular things, such as:

• The freedom from having a state-imposed church, and the freedom of educational choice in 



Thanksgiving 

in America

Remains of Scrooby Manor:
Secret Meeting Place for the Pilgrim Church

The following slide show came from the Family Research Council



Thanksgiving 

in America

King James I to Pilgrims:
“Conform or I will harry them 

out of the land.”



Thanksgiving 

in America

Pilgrims decided to flee to Holland where they could 
practice their faith in freedom



Thanksgiving 

in America

After nearly 12 years, Pastor Robinson believed the church 
should relocate to America



Thanksgiving 

in America

For 2 months, the Pilgrims and Shipmates braved the storm-
tossed North Atlantic



Thanksgiving 

in America

Mayflower Compact: 

“In the Name of God…
For the Glory of God and 
the advancement of the 
Christian faith…”



Thanksgiving 

in America

William Bradford: “Being thus arrived in a good harbor, and 
brought safe to land, they fell upon their knees and blessed 
the God of Heaven who had brought them over the vast and 
furious ocean, and

delivered them from all the 
perils and miseries thereof, 
again to set their feet on the 
firm and stable earth…”



Thanksgiving 

in America

Squanto taught the Pilgrims how to 
provide for the necessities of life, 
including how to fish for cod, how to 
plant corn with a fish, stalk deer, 
plant pumpkins, skin beavers,  which 
berries were edible, etc.  



Thanksgiving 

in America

Gov. Bradford 
described Squanto as: “A 
special instrument sent 
of God for their good 
beyond their 
expectation.”

Gov. William BradfordGov. William Bradford SquantoSquanto



Thanksgiving 

in America

“…and afterwards the Lord sent them such 
seasonable showers, with interchange of fair 
warm weather as, through His blessing, caused 
a fruitful and liberal harvest, to their no small 
comfort and rejoicing...
It came without either wind or thunder or any 
violence, and by degrees in abundance, as that 
ye earth was thoroughly wet and soaked 
therewith, which did so apparently revive and 
quicken ye decayed corn and other fruits as was 
wonderful to see, and made ye Indians 
astonished to behold…”

Gov. William Bradford



Thanksgiving 

in America

Edward Winslow: 
“Our harvest being gotten in, our 
governor sent four men on fowling 
(turkey hunting), so that we might 
after a special manner rejoice 
together after we had gathered the 
fruit of our labors.”

“God be praised, we had a good 
increase of corn… by the goodness of 
God, we are far from want…”



Thanksgiving 

in America

Congress issued eight Thanksgiving Proclamations during the War for Independence



Thanksgiving 

in America

Elias Boudinot: “…could not think of 
letting the session pass over without 

offering an opportunity to all the 
citizens of the United States of joining, 

with one voice, in returning to Almighty 
God their sincere thanks for the many 

blessings he had poured down upon 
them.”

“Resolved, that a joint committee of 

both houses be directed to wait upon 

the President of the United States to 

request that he would recommend to 

the people of the United States a day 

of public thanksgiving and prayer...”

Annals of Congress, , Sept. 25, 1789

Elias Elias BoudinotBoudinot



Thanksgiving 

in America

“Whereas it is the duty of all 
nations to acknowledge the 
providence of Almighty God, to 
obey His will, to be grateful for 
His benefits, and humbly to 
implore His protection and 
favor. . . .  October 3, 1789

George WashingtonGeorge Washington



Thanksgiving 

in America

Mrs. Hale was editor of Godey’s 
Lady’s Book, a popular women’s 
publication. For nearly three 
decades, she promoted the idea of 
a national Thanksgiving Day

Sara Josepha HaleSara Josepha Hale



Thanksgiving 

in America

“The year that is drawing toward its close has 
been filled with the blessings of fruitful fields 
and healthful skies. To these bounties, which are 
so constantly enjoyed that we are prone to forget 
the Source from which they come, others have 
been added which are of so extraordinary a 
nature that they can not fail to penetrate and 
soften even the heart which is habitually 
insensible to the ever-watchful providence of 
Almighty God. . . .”
“No human counsel hath devised nor hath any 
mortal hand worked out these great things. They 
are the gracious gifts of the Most High God, 
Who, while dealing with us in anger for our sins, 
hath nevertheless remembered mercy.”

Abraham LincolnAbraham Lincoln



Principles from Deuter. 16 & 31

1.1. FEASTFEAST ““You shall rejoice in your feastYou shall rejoice in your feast””
2.2. INVITE GUESTSINVITE GUESTS ““you and your son and your you and your son and your 

daughter, your [servants], the Levite, the sojourner, daughter, your [servants], the Levite, the sojourner, 
the fatherless, and the widow within your townsthe fatherless, and the widow within your towns””

3.3. THANK GODTHANK GOD ““to the Lto the LORDORD your God... because the your God... because the 
LLORDORD your God will bless youyour God will bless you””

4.4. READ SCRIPTUREREAD SCRIPTURE ““you shall read the law before all you shall read the law before all 
Israel in their hearingIsrael in their hearing””

4. Finally, let the reading of God’s word be part of our celebrations. 

• There are many passages which talk about the sovereignty of God, the personhood of God, 
and the blessings – both physical and spiritual – which our God bestows. Reading these 
things from the Bible is strategic in teaching your household and your guests the basics of a 
Biblical worldview on which our faith hangs. 

• When Nehemiah and Ezra brought back the Jewish exiles from Babylon and started up the 
nation of Israel again in Jerusalem, the reading of the law and the observance of the Feast of 
Booths was a crucial part of their restoration plan for the nation. Nehemiah chapter 8 and 
Ezra chapter 3 both recount this occasion. “When the seventh month came, all the people 
gathered as one into the square before the gate” where the priests had rebuilt the altar and 
had also built a pulpit for Ezra. “And Ezra opened the book of the law in the sight of all the 
people... and as he opened it, all the people stood” to show respect to God’s word, “and Ezra 
read from it, facing the square from early morning until midday” ...  “and the priests 
explained the meaning” of things that were hard to understand, “and the people listened 
intently.”

Concerning the Jewish Succoth, you can decide whether you want to build a booth or not, but 
these four principles are timeless and they apply to all cultures. Do we have a game plan for 
this Thanksgiving? Let’s roll with it!


